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Michigan Educational Assessment Program 

Rubric for Writing from Knowledge and Experience  
Grades 3 – 8  

 
6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed with 

relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the 
connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The 
writer shows a mature command of language including precise word choice that results in a 
compelling piece of writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions 
contribute to the effect of the response. 

 
5 The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details and 

examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the connections 
between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of 
language including precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses 
in writing conventions are hardly noticeable. 

 
4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant 

details and examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The 
response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer’s command of 
language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not 
distracting. 

 
3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or 

partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational 
structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions and 
language use may interfere with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic. 

 
2 The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped. 

There may be  little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary may be limited. Limited 
control over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.  

 
1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or 

connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing 
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand. 

 
Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes): 
A – Off Topic 
B – Written in a Language other than English or Illegible 
C – Blank or Refusal to Respond 
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Anchor Paper 1 
 

Anchor Paper 1 
Score Point 1 
 
The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. The idea that is presented is not developed 
(…I sherd…he sed thik you.) and there is no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of 
control over writing conventions make the writing difficult to understand (I sherd my cuess…).  
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Anchor Paper 2 
 

Anchor Paper 2 
Score Point 1 
 
The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas are not developed (You are supposed to 
treat otheres the same way you want to be treated.) and there is no noticeable organizational 
structure. Lack of control over writing conventions makes the writing difficult to understand.  
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Anchor Paper 3 
 

Anchor Paper 3 
Score Point 2 
 
The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped (It’s 
a couple reason to give kindness so u wont hert people feeling…). There is little evidence of an 
organizational structure and limited linking of ideas (Thats why everybody need to show 
kindness…). Vocabulary may be limited. Limited control over writing conventions may make 
the writing difficult to understand.  
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Anchor Paper 4 
 

Anchor Paper 4 
Score Point 2 
 
The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped 
(…so the next thing I did was hit him and we didn’t see each other for about 2 weeks so I felt 
sorry for that man ow man). There is little evidence of an organizational structure (One 
time…after  2 weeks…). Vocabulary may be limited. Control over writing conventions is limited. 
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Anchor Paper 5 
 

Anchor Paper 5 
Score Point 2 
 
The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped 
(Then a complete stranger waved at me. I did’nt even know this guy and he waved at me.). 
There is little evidence of an organizational structure in the brief opening and closing and 
limited linking of ideas (We were best friends after that, all thanks to his act of kindness.). 
Vocabulary is basic and control over writing conventions is limited.  
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Anchor Paper 6 
 

Anchor Paper 6 
Score Point 3 
 
The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or 
partially successful use of examples and details (…someone started yelling at another person. 
I said ‘stop’ that is not very nice. A teacher came then they went to the office to work things 
out. They sat ant talked so they became friends.). There is evidence of an organizational 
structure, but it is artificial (…my first class…In conclusion…). Vocabulary is basic.   
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Anchor Paper 7 
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Anchor Paper 7 
Score Point 3 
 
The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas are developed with limited or partially 
successful use of examples and details (The place we went to was Red Robin. Red Robin is 
my personal favorite resturant. And we all had a great dinner.). There is evidence of an 
organizational structure (One day on May 13, 2006…But later that night…). Vocabulary is 
basic.  
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Anchor Paper 8 
 

Anchor Paper 8 
Score Point 3 
 
The writing is somewhat clear and focused (That is why I wish I would have been kind to that 
girl.). Ideas and content are developed with limited or partially successful use of examples and 
details (…a girl our age bumped into one of us and she said “sorry and exuse me” we told her 
she was a freak and to go away…I saw her crying and I tried not  let it bother me but it did…). 
There is evidence of an organizational structure (A few minutes later…At this point…).  
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Anchor Paper 9 
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Anchor Paper 9 
Score Point 4 
 
The writing is generally clear and focused (Kindness can be shown in many ways.). Ideas and 
content are developed with relevant details where appropriate (Also, my priest is like a friend to 
me. His name is Father_____. He is the nicest guy I have ever met. Once, he took my whole 
family to “Red Lobster.”), although there is some unevenness in the development. The 
response is generally coherent, and its organization is artificial (First, I help my church…Then, 
I use my manners… Finally, I help my very old neighbor…). The writer’s command of 
language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not 
distracting.  
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Anchor Paper 10 
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Anchor Paper 10 
Score Point 4 
 
The writing is generally clear and focused (That just goes to show that being kind goes a long 
way.). Ideas and content are developed with relevant details and examples, where appropriate 
(…a ball flew by and hit Lindsey, in the finger. It didn’t even look swollen so I said, “Oh you’re 
fine!” Boy, was I ever wrong.). The response is generally coherent, and its organization is 
functional (Just then…The next day). The writer’s command of language, including word 
choice, supports meaning (As we walked by the soccer field, we saw some crazed fourth 
graders kicking the ball this way and that… meandering….humble). Lapses in writing 
conventions are not distracting.  
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Anchor Paper 11 
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Anchor Paper 11 
Score Point 4 
 
The writing is generally clear and focused (It felt good giving something I didn’t need to 
someone that did need it.). Ideas and content are developed with relevant details and 
examples, where appropriate (I had a water bottle and just when was about to take a drink my 
mom snatched it from my hands. I looked over and saw a man laying under a tree sleeping. 
His clothes were old and dirty. My mom placed the bottle next to his sleeping body.). The 
response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional (One hot summer day…That 
night…). The writer’s command of language, including word choice, supports meaning (I know 
that since I did that I would have good karma.).  
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Anchor Paper 12 
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Anchor Paper 12 
Score Point 5 
 
The writing is clear and focused (My friends really treated me with kindness.). Ideas and 
content are well developed with relevant details where appropriate (We all were working 
extremely hard on our presentations the week before. We all had colorful and bright posters 
with glitter, stickers, sparkles and much more. Our speches were one of a kind too.). The 
writer’s control over organization and the connections between ideas moves the reader 
through the text (It was now the time…When we walked into the classroom…). The writer 
shows command of language, including precise word choice (…really perswaied others…I 
stomped over to the trashcan furosily…). The language is well controlled, and occasional 
lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.  
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Anchor Paper 13 
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Anchor Paper 13 
Score Point 5 
 
The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details 
and examples where appropriate (_____, being kind to someone isn’t just giving them 
something. Being kind to someone is when you’re at school and you help your friend 
_____with the class work. Being kind to someone is when you take _____to the nurse when 
she scrapes her knee on the playground. But kindness doesn’t have to be something physical 
either. So don’t give everything away, okay?). The writer’s control over organization and the 
connections between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text (The next day when 
_____came home…told her to go outside and play before dinner time.). The writer shows 
command of language, including precise word choice (1:Uhmma means “mom” in Korean). 
The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly 
noticeable.  
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Anchor Paper 14 
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Anchor Paper 14 
Score Point 5 
 
The writing is clear and focused (_____ did not have to help_____, but instead of just thinking 
about herself, _____was kind enough to help). Ideas and content are well developed with 
relevant details and examples where appropriate (The star player for _____ varsity team is a 
_____, she is an all around athlete and a excellent student…_____ also said that when she 
was _____ age she didn’t make the All- Star team and _____was shocked. So _____offered to 
teach _____some more about basketball and _____accepted the offer. After a month of 
practicing with_____, _____wanted to try-out again and guess what, she made the team). The 
writer’s control over organization and the connections between ideas effectively moves the 
reader through the text (That weekend _____ and her friends were going to try out…At the end 
of try-outs…When _____ was walking off the court…On the ride home…). The writer shows 
command of language, including precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and 
occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.  
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Anchor Paper 15 
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Anchor Paper 15 
Score Point 6 
 
The writing is exceptionally clear and focused (This story was very touching to me. It showed 
how one profound act of kindness after so much pain and hurt could change someones 
perspective on life). Ideas and content are appropriately and thoroughly developed (In 1930 a 
small girl was taken from her home in China as well as her sister. They were sold by their 
father; poor and unhealthy he had no choice but to come to this devastating act.). The writer’s 
control over organization and the connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and 
naturally through the text (Suddenly…After that moment…One day when she was twelve…). 
The writer shows a mature command of language, including precise word choice (...dark 
essence of the night…captivating village…futile attempt). Tight control over language use and 
mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the response. 
 
 


